
COMMUNAL PRAYER FOR
CLIMATE GRIEF 

Creatively inspired by Hannah Malcolm

INSTRUCTIONS TO READ:  
We are living in a climate emergency - which is already having devastating effects on the poorest communities 
around the world. However, this is something which at some point will affect us all. Scientists have said that if 
we don’t act now, we could have climate breakdown as early as 2030-40.

When faced with something which is so difficult for us to comprehend it can be easy to go into a state of denial 
– to procrastinate or to downplay the intensity of the situation.
As a Church we are called to be faithful – even in these desperate times. However, in order to do this, we first 
need to emotionally process what we are facing. Therefore, we are going to take this time to grieve with God all 
that we have lost and all the we stand to lose through climate breakdown. Only by doing that can we come to 
understand what hope might look like and how we can take action to make that a reality.

We are going to have 5 minutes of silence, where we will write down on a piece of paper all the emotions this 
climate crisis stirs in us. Perhaps you want to confess something. Perhaps you are feeling, angry, hopeful, sad, 
or despairing. Perhaps something happened recently that made you feel afraid. Feel free to be as vague or as 
specific as you would like. Please don’t write your name on this paper, so that each contribution can remain 
anonymous. I will then collect them all together and read some of them out in a communal prayer where we 
ask God to comfort and mourn with us in this difficult time.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR GATHERING REFLECTIONS ON CLIMATE GRIEF:
• Hand out a small piece of paper and a pen to each member of the congregation
• Allow 5 minutes of silence for people to write down a short reflection on how they feel in 

relation to the climate crisis
• Collect in the pieces of paper
• Find around 10 pieces of paper to read out in prayer
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PRAYER:
Merciful God, we believe that you uphold and sustain all 
that you have made, while also lovingly giving us the 
freedom to live in relationship with the rest of creation. 
We ask your forgiveness for the ways we have abused 
that freedom, through what we have done and what we 
have left undone. 
We bring our lament and our longing for a renewed earth 
to you now: 
(Read out some messages on the pieces of paper)

As your people, we come to you weary and heavy laden.  
We ask that you would make our grief holy in your eyes.

After a moment of silence, I will say: ‘Lord, have mercy’. 
I ask that you also respond by saying: ‘Lord, have 
mercy’. 
*Moment of silence*

Leader: Lord, have mercy.
Everyone: Lord, have mercy. 
Amen

COMMUNAL PRAYER FOR
CLIMATE GRIEF 

Communal prayer for climate grief.indd   2 16/08/2019   4:54 pm


